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Introduction to Our Education System

I. School System

Our school system was formally established when the Emperor Guangshu in Ching Dynasty
promulgated a school law in 1902. After several educational reforms, the school system evolves into the
current one as shown below:

School System

Voluntary Preschool
Enrollment
Compulsory Primary school
Enrollment (6 years)
Compulsory Junior high school
Enrollment (3 years)
Multi- Senior secondary school .5-yea|rl
Admission / 3 yfars) \ Junior college

University 4-year 2-year
Multi- or college Institute of Julrlnor
Admission (4 years) technology ) Ege

2-year
Institute of «——

Entrance technology
Examination/ ,
Recommendation Master’s v
and Screening- degree program —=
based Admission (1-4 1ears)

Doctor’s

degree program
(2-7 years)

Note: The admission methods of 4-year and 2-year institute of technology programs include multiple admission
enrollment program, special achievement-based admission, and the joint application-based admission.

(1) Study Durations junior high school, 3 years at a senior secondary

. school, and higher education of various lengths.
It requires at least 20 years to complete the

degree requirements from primary school to The programs of the junior colleges education

graduate school. The typical education pathway are classified according to their admission

includes 6 years at a primary school, 3 years at a requirements, i.e, 5-years for junior high
graduates and 2-years for senior vocational
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graduates. Most bachelor's degrees are 4 years
full-time, but certain programs, such as the
programs of dentistry school and medicine
school, require 6 years of study. (The duration of
medicine school was shortened from 7 to 6 years
since school year (SY) 2013).

The
Medicine and Traditional
established in SY1982. The durations of master

and doctorate degree programs are at least 1 and

post-bachelor degree programs of

Chinese Medicine

2 years, respectively. The duration of each
program in special education, supplementary and
to that the

corresponding level of regular school.

(2) School Age

continuing schools is identical

Early childhood education and care from age 2
until before the age of 6 is served in preschool.
Primary schools provide education for age of 6 to
12, junior high school for age of 12 to 15. No age
limit is set for people to enroll in the senior
secondary school or beyond secondary level.

(3) School Year

A school year (SY) or academic year (AY) refers
to a one-year period from August 1 of the current
year to July 31 of the next year. (For instance,
SY2022 is a period from August 1, 2022 to July 31,

2023.) A school year is divided into two semesters.

The first semester is from August 1 of the current
year to January 31 of the next year, and the other
from February 1 to July 31 of the next year.

Il. Preschool

A preschool is designed to provide a sound
physical and mental development for children.
Education at this level, mainly focusing on health
education, living education, and ethics education,
with

community-based education. The ultimate goals

takes  place  closely home and

are to help children to maintain physical and
health,
practices and gregarious habits, to learn life

mental to cultivate good behavior
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experience, to absorb correct ethics concepts, to
expand the view of aesthetic experience and
creative thing, to build positive cultural identity,
and to take care of our environment.

The preschool program is not included in the
compulsory education system, and aims to
provide education and care services for children
aged 1 to 4. To encourage citizens to marry
happily, to be willing to give birth to children, and
to provide the ability to raise children, the
Ministry of Education upholds its respect for the
parents’ right to choose, safeguards the right of
each child to receive respect and care. The
“Action Plan to Address the
Children,"
implemented in July 2018, had the two cores of
affordable

and

Executive Yuan' s

Trend of Fewer approved and

“expand education and care

services” “alleviate parents’ burdens”

pertaining to policies relating to children under
the age of six. Strategies and policies were
adjusted as appropriate and on a rolling basis.
Additionally, to realize President Tsai' s policy of
having “the whole country raise children from
birth to the age of six,” the Executive Yuan
approved plan adjustments in January 2021 and

adopted the three major strategies of “expand

affordable education and care services,” " lower
child care and education fees,” and “double
child-rearing allowances” to continue to

enhance affordable education and care service
capacities, increase child care subsidies and
child-rearing allowances, thus reaching the goals
of and

"adding places,” “adding subsidies,”

“lessening burdens.”

In terms of affordable education and care
services, the MOE reached the goal of adding
3,000 classes at public preschools and set up
quasi-public criteria to provide private preschools
that meet the six important preconditions the
opportunity to work with the government, which



expands affordable education and care service
capacities, helps families raising children choose
from diverse affordable education fields so as to
fulfill needs in both family and work, and lowers
young children’ s education costs in stages.
Since August 2022, for families with children
attending public, non-profit, and quasi-public
preschools, parents pay NT$3,000 a month at the
most, with more discounts starting with the
second child; children from families with low or
middle-low income attend for free. For those
unable to receive public or quasi-public
education and care services that meet the
subsidiary’ s eligibility criteria, the MOE issues
monthly child-rearing which
NT$5000 for the first child with additional

amounts starting with the second child. As for

allowances, is

five-year-old  children  attending  private
preschools, the education subsidy’ s amount and
is the same as the

application process

child-rearing allowance.
[ll. Compulsory Education

Compulsory education run by the school
districts system and each of the schools at this
level is designated to admit students coming
from a designated neighborhood. Before SY1968,
compulsory education covered only 6-year
primary schools whose education is focused on
physical and mental development of children,
ethics, living education, and development of
In  SY1967, 97.52%

school-age children entered primary school. In

healthy personality. of
order to upgrade the overall education level of
the population to meet national reconstruction
need, compulsory education was thus expanded
from the 6 years to 9 years since SY1968. Thus,
the compulsory education is from 6-year primary
school through 3-year junior high school.

Junior high schools have enhanced in Technical
Art Program. Versatile, intelligent, and vocation
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oriented education was provided to help students
develop professions, gain confidence in learning
literacy and achieve career goals. In addition,
Art
Program should have high priority to take the 3

students who had taken the Technical

years Practical Technical Programs in senior
secondary school for free.

Junior high graduates could seek jobs or pursue
open admission or specialty-based admission to
take further programs in senior secondary school,
5-year junior college, or continuing education.

IV. Senior Secondary Education

high high
education fall under secondary education, which,

Junior education and senior
in fact, covers high schools, (i.e., junior high
schools and senior high schools) normal schools,
and vocational schools, (i.e, junior vocational
schools and senior vocational schools). With the
the

education in SY1968, the junior high school has

implementation of 9-year compulsory
been included in the compulsory education
program. Also since then, junior vocational
schools have terminated their enrollment and

closed down one after another.

Normal schools started to transform into junior
normal colleges since SY1960. No normal schools
existed by SY1971. In SY1987, junior normal
colleges were transformed into 4-year teachers’
colleges to improve primary school teachers’
quality.

1. Programs in Senior Secondary School

The programs of senior secondary school
include general education, vocational education,
comprehensive high school, and practical technical
program. To provide those who have received
compulsory education with opportunities of
further education, senior secondary schools may
establish continuing education division to conduct

continuing senior secondary education.



(1) General Education

A senior secondary school offers general
education between compulsory education
and higher education. The education at this
level is designed to pursue physical and
mental development of youngsters and
learn the basis for study of advanced
knowledge and expertise. Entry follows
junior high education; duration is 3 years.

Under the current system, graduates may
enroll themselves into universities, colleges,
2-year junior colleges or 4-year technical
college through multi-admissions: by
applying, by meeting requirements and
passing the entrance exam for special
subjects of the individual school, and by
registering and then being assigned.

(2) Vocational Education

The vocational education is designed to
train youngsters into basic technicians by
teaching them vocational knowledge and
professional ethics. It admits junior high
graduates to study for 3 years. The goal is
to teach youngsters productive knowledge
and skills so that graduates could engage
in actual productive work after leaving
schools.

Under the current system, graduates may
choose  between  employment and
enrollment in  4-year institutes of
technology, 2-year junior colleges, or
universities/colleges, after taking the
unified entrance exam, or going by
multi-admissions

(3) Comprehensive High School

The comprehensive high school system
was introduced on an experimental basis in
SY 1996. It offered both academic and
vocational curricula. Junior high graduates
who had not decided on attending either
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academic or vocational curricula would
explore and receive counseling to help
them make a major decision. For those had
early selected their specific study areas, the
system also offers them opportunities to
take both academic and vocational courses
for increasing their general knowledge and
acquiring a well-rounded education.

Comprehensive high school graduates
may take the joint entrance examination or
through recommendation process to enroll
in universities, 4-year institutes of
technology, or 2-year junior colleges.

(4) Practical Technical Program

The  "Prolonged education program
based upon vocational education” was
launched in 1983, renamed as Practical
Technical Class in 1995, and later renamed
as Practical Technical Class in 2005. The
Program admits junior high graduates
under the age of 18 who do not plan to
attend a regular senior general or
vocational education. The study durations
vary with the curriculum design, allowing
students to enroll at different stages. The
employment-oriented curriculum system
provides learning experiences building on
the Technical Art Program of junior high
school. The program is designed for
learners to acquire the knowledge, skills
and competencies specific to a particular

occupation.
2. Types of Senior Secondary School

Since the “Senior High School Education Act”
was completely fulfilled at school year 2014,
9-year compulsory education and senior high
school education are integrated into 12-year
national ~ fundamental  education.  Senior
secondary schools are classified as follows:

(1) Regular



The core curriculum provides fundamental
subjects to strengthen students’ general

competencies.
(2) Skill-based

The core curriculum provides professional
subjects and practicum, which encompasses
practical skills and cooperative education, to
strengthen students’ professional skills and

occupational ability.
(3) Comprehensive

The curriculum provides fundamental

subjects,  professional and
that

appropriate channels.

subjects

practicum guides  students to

(4) Specialty-based

The core curriculum features a specific
subject or field to target students with a
special aptitude.

3. Six-year High School

The high
secondary education completely in one single

six-year school concentrates
school. According to the decision of the 7th
National Educational Meeting, MOE proposed a
pilot program for 6-year high school, and then
fulfilled it at SY1994. The purpose of the program
is to reduce junior high students’ pressure from
senior high school entrance examination and to
balance the educational development between

urban and suburban areas.

Six-year high school includes junior and senior
secondary school students with unified school
government. Junior high school entrance follows
the district system of the Compulsory School
Regulations; however, senior secondary school
entrance system follows the Senior High School
Regulation with multiply entering procedures.

Since the release of Senior High School
Regulation Amendment on July 14, 1999, 6-year
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high school systems have acquired legal status.
All local governments can follow the law to
establish 6-year high school system and become
This

established great foundation for increasing high

a part of high school systems. has
school capacity and balancing the development

of district senior secondary education.

Since the "Senior High School Education Act”
was fulfilled at SY2014, Senior secondary schools
the

authorities may establish junior high school

certified by corresponding competent
division in the same special municipality, or
county (city). In consideration the integration and
consistent of education in junior high and
certified by the

competent authorities,

elementary schools, once

corresponding senior
secondary schools that have established affiliated
high establish

elementary school division in the same special

junior school division can
municipality, or county (city). In addition, relevant
regulations of the Compulsory Education Act are
applicable to the affiliated junior high school and

affiliated elementary school division.
V. Higher Education

Institutions of higher education mean schools
those provide the junior college degree or
further education programs, including junior
colleges, universities of science and technology,
independent colleges, and universities, all of
which may establish graduate schools except for
junior colleges. Junior

colleges, collegiate

institutes and universities of science and
technology aim at learning at a high level of
vocational professionals and teaching applied
science and technology; independent colleges
and universities aim at pursuing further academic

achievements and cultivating professionals.
1. Junior College

(1) 5-year Junior College



A 5-year junior college admits junior high
graduates to study; theoretical duration is 5
years. An associate degree is granted to an
individual who has completed the
graduation requirement.

(2) 2-year Junior College

A 2-year junior college admits senior
secondary graduates majoring in relevant
field or having relevant job experiences.
Students usually take 2 years to get an
associate degree.

2. University and College
(1) Undergraduate Academic Degree

After passing an entrance exam, senior
high school graduates or students with an
equivalent level of secondary education
admitted into an undergraduate program.
Undergraduate program commonly consists
of 4 years of study at an institution of higher
education. Some Law schools are selected as
undergraduate major and last 5 years. Like
law, building, medical school lasts 6 years (7
years before S.Y. 2013, 6 years for dentistry)
to allow enough time for completion of full
training.

(2) Professional Bachelor Degree

The 2-year program offers vocational
training for junior college graduates
majoring in related disciplines. The 4-year
program primarily accepts senior secondary
vocational graduates, and additional classes
are opened for other non-vocational senior
secondary graduates.

(3) Post-bachelor Program

Post-baccalaureate Programs provide an
alternate entry into a specific field for
students who have already obtained a
bachelor degree. Students usually take 4
years to get a bachelor’ s degree. However,

students may be allowed to spend more 1 to
2 years getting the degree on a case-by-case
basis. Now, some universities have such
programs in Medicine, Chinese Medicine,

Law, nursing and veterinary medicine.

(4) Post-bachelor Diverse Skills

Empowerment Program

The post-bachelor second specialty
program is available to people with a
bachelor's degree or higher. The duration of
the studies should be at least 1 year and at
most 4 years. If during that time, the student
is unable to study for a time (no points during
the period of absence) due to work or to
special circumstances, there is no need to
apply for a break from school. When the
graduation requirement has been finished in
accordance with relevant regulations, the
school will award the education degree, and
grant the tag of "Post-bachelor Diverse
Skills Empowerment program.”

(5) Master Degree Program

Once the entrance exam has been passed,
bachelor's degree holders or those with an
equivalent degree can apply to take the
master's degree program (1-4 years study

programs).

(6) Doctorate Degree Program

Once the entrance exam has been passed,
master’'s degree holders or those with an
equivalent degree are admitted to enroll a 2
to 7 years doctoral program. Also,
outstanding students who have just
completed his/her bachelor's degree or
outstanding master's students and have
potential to become a researcher could
apply directly to the PhD program.

Moreover, in order to meet the need of lifelong
education, some universities and colleges offer a
variety of in-service programs and continuing



education.
VI. Special Education

Children, who are experiencing physical and
disabilities,

pre-school education program at ages of 2.

mental may enroll in special
Thereby, they can go on to complete the 9-year
compulsory education. After the implementation
of the 12 years fundamental education policies,
the students with disabilities can continue their
education through various channels after they
complete the junior high school. They can either
choose adaptive learning assistance program,
open admission and specialty enrollment. The
adaptive learning assistance program for those
with disabilities is further divided into three types
of placement, students with disability are placed
in affiliated special education or normal classes at
senior secondary schools. Additionally, there are
an extra 2% quota for open admission and
specialty admissions are counted as 25% of the
total score based on their scores. On the special
education program in higher education, disabled
students can get college admission either via the
multi-channel admission system or the selection

process fulfilled by each school.

After the students with physical and mental
disabilities have started classes, special education
teachers or advisers at each school will assist
Education Act

designing a personal Individualized Education

according to the Special in
Program (IEP) or Individualized Service Plan (ISP)
for each student. And according to the plan’ s
aims and contents, those will provide adapted
curriculum  content,  specialized  teaching
materials or textbooks, special exam questions or
with

specialized

adapted exam locations, assistance

educational devices and other

educational support services.

As to the implementation of special education at
every level, provisions in special education at the
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levels below senior secondary school include

special education schools, special education
classes in junior high schools, primary schools and
kindergartens (incl. nurseries), centralized special
education class, itinerant resource program and
bedside teaching. At the higher education level,
the students are included in general classes but will
the the

school’ s special education unit.

receive necessary assistance from

1. Special Education School

The Enforcement Rules of Special Education Act,
which was promulgated in 1987, stipulated that
special education schools only admit students
with moderate or serious disability of some kind.
The school name thus depended on student's
special needs. Therefore, at that time, there were
schools for the intellectual and developmental
disabilities, schools for the hearing impaired,
schools for the visually impaired, and schools for
other disabilities. Later, the Special Education Act,
revised in 1997, revoked the stipulation of
classifying special education schools according to
specific disabilities. Now there are schools for
intellectual disabilities, hearing impairments, visual
impairments, special education schools and
experimental schools. All of them are available
from preschool, primary, junior high to senior

secondary divisions.

2. Affiliated Special Education Classes in
Preschools, Elementary and Secondary
Schools

Some preschools, elementary and secondary
schools organize special education classes either
for gifted students or for those suffering from
physical or mental disabilities. Such classes can
be classified as centralized special education
class, decentralized resource room, and itinerant
resource program. Now, centralized special
education classes for disability comprise of those

for intellectual disabilities, hearing impairments,



multiple impairments, and non-categorical
disabilities. Decentralized resource rooms are for
visual impairments, hearing impairments, and
non-categories. There are many types of itinerant
that

program (including visual impairments, hearing

resource programs including general
impairments, hearing and communication disorders,

emotional and behavioral disorders, autism,
health impairments, non-categories, etc.), hospital

instruction program and home schooling.

Centralized special education classes for gifted
children are categorized into talents in
scholarship and talents in arts. Decentralized
resource rooms are for the talents in intelligence,
talents in scholarship, talents in arts, talents in
creativities and non-categories. Itinerant resource
program is divided into talents in Intelligence and
non-categories. Gifted students who are not
the

resource classes,

placed in centralized gifted classes,

decentralized and Itinerant

resource program are provided gifted programs.

3. Special Education Office in School of
Higher Education

In order to organize special education,
universities and colleges not only actively work on
improving the barrier-free environment on
campus, but also set up a special education unit
and special education promotion committee in
accordance with the Special Education Act. They
continue to reflect on how to amend the
school’ s special education cases, and assist each
student with the physical and mental disabilities
to design an Individualized Service Plan (ISP).
Each year, according to the rules for MOE
the

counseling of students with disabilities, the

subsidies  regarding recruitment and
schools can apply for the necessary funding to
support students with disabilities and can also
help students with disabilities in applying for
the

Educational Device Center set up by the Ministry

assistive  educational devices from
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of Education, in order to provide students with
disabilities with the special educational support
services they need during their studies.

VIl. National Supplementary Education,
Continuing Education, and Distance

Education
Beside the regular education, the rolling
program of supplementary, continuing, and

distance educations is set up to improve the
overall level of education and the environment of
shall be to

supplement the general knowledge of the citizens,

lifelong learning. The mission

raise the nation's level of education, disseminate
skills,

vigorous and well-rounded citizens, and spur

practical foster the development of

social progress.
1. National Supplementary Education

People whose ages have already been older
than the typical school age limit and failed to
complete the 9-year compulsory education may
take

Supplementary education shall be carried out by

national  supplementary  education.
National supplementary schools affiliated to a
primary or junior high school. Supplementary
schools may offer daily weekday courses,
non-daily weekday courses, or weekend courses.
Course content shall be designed to meet the
educational requirements of the students and the

needs of society.

Supplementary schools affiliated to a primary
school shall be divided into lower and upper
divisions. The lower division shall provide the
equivalent of the first 3 years of primary
education, and the term of study shall be 6
months to 1 year. The upper division shall provide
the equivalent of the last 3 years of primary
education, and the term of study shall be 1 year
and 6 months to 2 years. Supplementary schools
affiliated to junior high schools shall provide the
equivalent of a junior high school education, and



the term of study shall be no less than 3 years.
Any student who completes, with passing grades,
courses at a supplementary school, the student
shall receive a graduation certificate from the
school.

2. Continuing Education

People who have already received 9-years
compulsory education may receive continuing
education. Continuing education is offered as
necessary by continuing education schools

affiliated to schools at the level of senior
secondary school or higher. Continuing education
schools shall be divided into 3 levels: continuing
education division affiliated to senior secondary
schools; continuing education schools affiliated
to junior colleges; and continuing education
schools affiliated to universities. In the case of
continuing education division affiliated to senior
the the
educational the
appropriate level shall be required. In the case of
affiliated

institutions of education at the level of junior

secondary schools, approval  of

designated authority  at

continuing education schools to

college or higher, the approval of the central

designated educational authority shall be

required.

Continuing education at each level may offer

daily weekday courses, non-daily weekday
courses, or weekend courses. Course content
shall

requirements of the students and the needs of

be designed to meet the educational

society. For continuing education at each level,
the central educational authority shall prescribe
the courses to be taught, number of hours (class
periods) per week, curriculum standards, facilities
standards, graduation requirements, and the rules
governing practicum coursework. Any student
who successfully completes the graduation
requirements at a continuing education program

shall receive a graduation certificate (or diploma)
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from the school. This graduation certificate (or
diploma) shall be consider as that attained by
graduating from a regular school in the same
the The

transformation of affiliated continuing education

category and at same level.
colleges, continuing junior colleges, technical
colleges, or universities of science and technology
into continuing education divisions in accordance
with Regulations Governing the Establishment of,
Alterations to, and Cessation of Operations of
Junior College Continuing Education Divisions

amended on November 8, 2019.
3. Distance Education

For the purpose of conducting advanced adult

study and continuing education through
audio/visual media, National Open University was
established in 1986 and Open University of
Kaohsiung was established in 1997. An open
university shall establish different departments,
and if necessary may establish graduate schools
offering master’ s degree courses further to their
undergraduate programs; it may also establish an
affiliated junior college division. An open
university may establish inter-departmental credit
courses and/or degree programs. An open
university offers courses through one or a
combination of media, including radio, television,
internet, face-to-face interaction, paper guidance
and instructions, and other appropriate learning
methods. Students at an open university shall be
in one of two categories: full-time degree

students or non-degree students.

The full-time program admits senior secondary
graduates or people with equivalent degrees
while non-degree program admits those who
reached the age of 18 regardless of their
educational levels when they register with the
Open University. Non-degree student who have
successfully completed more than 40 credits
should be to have

considered the entry



qualifications of full-time program. After
completing all required credits or the credits
required for a degree course, satisfactorily
meeting all the assessment requirements for the
associate or bachelor degree, and passing all
required examinations, a full-time degree student
shall be awarded a Graduation Certificate by their
open university and conferred a degree in
accordance with the provisions of the Degree
Conferral Law. Those who have not obtained the
prescribed number of credits or the particular
credits required for a degree course may be
awarded a course credit certificate for the
subjects they have successfully completed.
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